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Solving the Crisis in Homeschooling 
 
 

I. THE PROBLEM 
�  Many conscientious homeschool parents are watching their children grow up and GO ASTRAY 
��� �  Children are not turning out as expected 

In the last couple of years, my wife and I have heard from multitudes of troubled homeschool parents around the country. These parents have graduated their first batch of kids, only to discover that their children didn't turn out the way they thought they would. Many of these children were model homeschoolers while growing up, but when they turned 18  
�  Leave home in defiance of their parents  
�  Some have gotten married against their parents' wishes 
�  Some have gotten involved with drugs, alcohol, and immorality 
�  Some have completely forsaken their faith and become atheists  
�  Our own adult children gone through struggles we never guessed they would have faced 

II. BASIC CAUSES OF THE PROBLEM 
 

A. We become DREAM oriented 
 

�  Our dreams for our kids are really FOR US and OUR SUCCESS as parents 
we sacrifice and invest so much .... 

B. Preoccupation with results can turn the FAMILY  into a MEASUREMENT of success 
 

1. The family can become a TROPHY   
 

2. The children become for parents a MEANS of feeling SUCCESSFUL  
The relationship needed to influence them breaks down 

3. Our HIGHEST SUCCESS is not measured by the effect we have upon others, but by our 

OBEDIENCE to God.  We obey – God bears the fruit (1 Cor 3:6). 
 

C. Preoccupation with RESULTS leads to emphasis on OUTWARD FORM 
 

1. We emulate the FRUIT of those who appear SUCCESSFUL in their training 
Pastor’s kids take notes ...  

2. We mold our kids' BEHAVIOR, but miss their HEARTS - Emulate expression rather than content 
Use of titles “Mr.” and “Mrs.”, sitting still in church, hair style, youth group, modesty, music, etc. 

3. Preoccupation with outward brings with it a tendency to JUDGE OTHERS by our 
STANDARDS 

We tend to judge both parents and children by those areas in which we feel successful: 
- Modesty, hymns, grooming, obedience, stay near, respectful speech, reverence, music, TV, sheltering 

�  We end up MAJORING on the MINORS – ie: personal standards 

baby crying in church,  watch TV, newly saved: get haircut, lose the piercings   
�  With judgment comes DEFENSIVENESS and EMBARRASSMENT   

we imagine we are judged by others 

4. It was the PHARISEES not Jesus who were preoccupied with OUTWARD HOLINESS 
Mat 6:1-2, 5, 16; 23:5-6, 23-28; John 7:24 
We elevate for our families outward manifestations like modesty, conservative grooming, hair-length, obedience 
to parents, hymns, respectful speech, sober reverence, or taste in entertainment  

- Jesus never came against immodesty or cussing 
Mat 23:5  "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; 
 

Mat 6:1  "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2  "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, 
they have received their reward in full … 5  "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have 
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received their reward in full … 16 "When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure 
their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 
 

Mat 23:23  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--
mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law--justice, mercy and 
faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former ... 25  "Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 
greed and self-indulgence. 26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside 
also will be clean. 27  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and 
everything unclean. 28  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you 
are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
 

John 7:24  Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.  

- Jesus never came against immodesty or cussing 
 

- Pharisees measured holiness by what was avoided and what was seen by others 
5. Jesus' approach: Invest in the HEART and watch it BEAR FRUIT   

Matt 23:26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 
 

�  The Pharisees were preoccupied with what TO DO. Jesus emphasized what TO BE. 
 

D. Preoccupation with outward FORM develops a SKEWED view of the PARENTING 

PROCESS 
We tend to rely more upon an inadequate approach to influence them 

1. We develop a false confidence in SHELTERING  
Yes, we seek to infuse the Word in them and saturate them with righteous influences, but... 

�  For our kids, Christianity becomes mostly about AVOIDING NEGATIVE  influences  
 

2. We develop a false security in our ABILITY  to CONTROL  
Teaching a young child self-control does equip them to receive values taught them 

�  Relying on your authority to intimidate teens will gain only OUTWARD COMPLIANCE 
 

�  We MISAPPROPRIATE Proverbs 22:6  
 

Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
Literal Hebrew rendering: “Dedicate a child specifically towards a righteous path of life and he will not abandon it when 
he reaches old age”  

The book of Proverbs:   Promises  or  Probabilities ?  Prov 22:4, 11, 14, 16, & 26 
We believe that because of the homeschool process, we control the influences in their lives and thereby 
will control the outcome.  It doesn't take into account that they are people. 
��� �  It is dangerous to believe that we have 100% control over how our kids turn out.  

Such a perspective allows us to... CREDIT ourselves or BLAME ourselves  
It determines if we see ourselves as a success or a failure. Was God a failure?  Prodigal son's dad? 

E. Over reliance on CONTROL easily leads to a "FORMULAIC"  approach to parenting 
 

1. We look for and rely upon FORMULAS, METHODS, and self-working PRINCIPLES   
We go to home school seminars and want to learn the "how to's" -- discover the successful path 
- They are not dogs who can be trained to roll over for the rest of their lives  //   
- They are not chemicals which can be combined for predictable results  

------  IF TECHNIQUES AND FORMULAS WORK, WHERE'S GOD IN THE MIX ? 

2. We forget that they are SELF-DETERMINING INDIVIDUALS – It is critical we 
realize that our children are self-willed individuals – people are influenced by relationship, not dehumanized 
ingredients in a cake we are baking.  They are PEOPLE.  
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F. Emphasis on METHOD breaks down RELATIONSHIP 
How would a dejected wife respond to a shallow romance technique used by her husband? 

1. Without SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP we do not have their hearts 
 

2. Without their hearts we cannot INFLUENCE their VALUES 
 

3. Without the ability to influence their values, the best we can do is CONTROL their 

BEHAVIOR  

for a while 
4. We may INTIMIDATE  them into SUBJECTION, but fail to WIN their HEARTS into 
submission. 

 

�  Intimidation may merely foster SELF PRESERVATION 
 
 
III. BASIC SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM 

 

A. Relate with your children as PEOPLE not PROJECTS 
 

B. Cease making your family into a TROPHY 
 
1 John 5:21  Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

�  Choose your CHILDREN over other people’s OPINIONS 
 

C. CULTIVATE  a relationship of LOVE with them 
 

Proverbs 23:26  My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways   
 

�  Drink continually from God’s WELL of LOVE, so that you have plenty to SPILL onto your 
children 

 
1 John 4:16  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. 

 

D. Make it your top goal to understand and live out the GOSPEL in your home 
 
Mal 4:6  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or 
else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

 

E. Invest more into their HEARTS than into changing the EXPRESSIONS of their HEARTS. 
 
Matt 23:26  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

 

F. Listen to the BALANCE of the SEMINAR 
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WINNING OUR CHILDREN’S HEARTS 
 
 

I. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO HAVE OUR CHILDREN’S HEARTS?  
 
Proverbs 23:26  My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways   
 

A. To have their hearts means they are motivated by AFFECTION for you, not just by FEAR of your 

AUTHORITY. 
Deu 10:12  And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk 
in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
 
Rom 11:22  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if 
you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 
 
Rom 2:4  Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's 
kindness leads you toward repentance? 
 
Phile 1:8  Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do,9 yet I appeal to 
you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul--an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 
 

B. Be careful. Do not be content merely because your children are very OBEDIENT. 
 

1. It is possible to INTIMIDATE  them into SUBJECTION, but fail to WIN their HEARTS 
Mat 21:28  "What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and 
work today in the vineyard.' 29  "'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30  "Then the 
father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 

 

2. Intimidation may foster SELF PRESERVATION and strengthen the will. 
 
 

C. If we do not reach their hearts before adolescence, BAD FRUIT may result: 
 

1. As teens they may easily become ALIENATED FROM us. 
 

2. We will have little ability to INFLUENCE THEM. 
 

3. They will be far more vulnerable to PEER PRESSURE and CARNAL influences they face in 
the world. 

 
D. How do we win their hearts? 

 

1. We will fail to gain their hearts if we EXASPERATE THEM. 
Eph 6:4  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord. 
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2. We will fail to gain their hearts if strive to GAIN their AFFECTION. 
 

3. We must live out the gospel GENUINELY in our home. 
Mal 4:6  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or 
else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

4. We will more likely gain their hearts if we LOVE them as INDIVIDUAL  people. 
1 John 4:19  We love because he first loved us. 

 
 

II. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE THEM? 
Rom 2:4b  ...God's kindness leads you toward repentance 
 

A. ACCEPT them for who they are       
  LISTEN TO YOURSELF …  

1. Do you communicate to them that you are never completely PLEASED, SATISFIED, or 

CONTENT with them or their efforts?     Is it possible they feel like they can never measure up? ... 
like they can never succeed? Have you led them to believe they are a big disappointment to you? 

We all crave our parents approval.  YOU still do! 

2. If our kids fail to find our acceptance, they will welcome it from the FIRST GROUP or 

INDIVIDUAL  who offers it.  
We are drawn to those who like us – but have little time for those who continually criticize us. 

3. Jesus MODELED ACCEPTANCE in his experience with the woman at the well (John 4:4-
42) 

Jesus taught and preached holiness more than all the prophets yet he attracted to himself the worst of sinners.   

�  He did not agree with her moral choices, but COMMUNICATED no 

CONDEMNATION 
Zacchaeus  //   People felt exposed, but accepted by him as they were.   
�  He did not return her ATTACKS                            Nurse and gag gift 

We are Christians and Christians have standards. We think, “If I accept them as they are they won’t change.” 
�  He was “SAFE” with her FAILINGS     The operative word here is “safe” 

 

4. Are you a “SAFE” person for your children?    
Who in your life are you most drawn to? It is likely someone who knows you and likes you anyway.  
It is someone whom you regard as safe to reveal yourself to.     

�  Listen to their feelings without immediately giving them the CORRECTION you think they need.  
 

�  Values come out of the HEART and REFLECT who a person IS 
Luke 6:45  ... out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

I did not accept my children ... their immature values disappointed and embarrassed me. 

�  If their values are immature, then devise a plan to NURTURE the HEART which 

EXPRESSED those values. Don’t think you will change their values by simply telling them their values 
are bad. 
 

5. Consider: Is it possible you have difficulty accepting your children as they are, because you do not 

believe GOD ACCEPTS you as you ARE?  
Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us...10  
For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
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B. LISTEN to them when they share their heart 
 

1. Begin to give them opportunities to SHARE THEIR HEART with you.  
 

2. Be TRUSTWORTHY with their heart.   Following a leader requires TRUST.  
 

3. Share with them  WEAKNESSES or  STRUGGLES you are having in your own life.  
 

C. FORGIVE them when they offend you 
 

1. Abiding BITTERNESS will DESTROY you and them 
Eph 4:26  "In your anger do not sin" : Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27  and do not give 
the devil a foothold. 
 

Heb 12:15  See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and 
defile many. 

 

2. Give them continued FRESH STARTS. Don't THINK THE WORST of them. 
Eph 4:32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 

3. Don't bring up OLD OFFENSES and SCOLD them for them time and again 
Heb 10:17  Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more." 

 

4. Ask FORGIVENESS of them 
Mat 5:23  "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24  leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; 
then come and offer your gift. 

 

5. Do not JUSTIFY your anger 
James 1:20  for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 
 

D. Express LOVE to them in TANGIBLE ways  Love is a choice 
 

1. TOUCH: Be AFFECTIONATE toward them. 
1 Th 2:7  but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 
 

Isa 66:13a  As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you ... 
 

2. TEETH: Discipline yourself to SMILE at them. 
Prov 16:15  When a king's face brightens, it means life; his favor is like a rain cloud in spring. 
 

Mark 10:21a  Jesus looked at him and loved him... 
GUARD AGAINST ever-present spirit of SUSPICION, mistrust AND PRE-JUDGMENT  

3. TONE: Remove the EXCLAMATION MARK  at the end of their name. 
Eph 6:4a  Fathers, do not exasperate your children... 
 

1 Th 2:11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12  encouraging, 
comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 

 

4. TIME: Are they VARIABLES or ABSOLUTES? 
1 Tim 3:4a  He must manage his own family well ...  
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BEYOND OBEDIENCE: Raising Children who Love God 
 

 

I. The Good Thing: 
 

Children must learn to honor and obey their parents. As they do – they develop the virtue of self control 
which is the foundation for maturity, and prepares their hearts to receive values instruction.  

II. The Troubling Thing: 
 

Many conscientious parents think the ultimate goal is to raise obedient, self-controlled children.  They are 

WRONG.  Obedience is merely the FOUNDATION.  
 
III. The Real Thing: 
 

The CHIEF GOAL is to raise to children who are LOVERS of God and TRUE LOVERS of 
their families, neighbors, and enemies. 
 

Mat 22:37  Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.' 38  This is the first and greatest commandment. 39  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' 

Many family-minded parents admire parents with obedient adult children as successes, but from God’s 
standpoint they may be falling short. 

IV. Raising children to love God 
 

A. TEACH them WHO God is – the MOST LOVABLE being who has ever EXISTED 
DAZZLE THEM WITH GOD – TED TRIPP 

1 John 4:7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 

1 John 4:16  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in him. 
 

Psalms 78:4-8  We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds 
of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in 
Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, 6 so the next generation would know them, 
even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 7 Then they would put their trust in God 
and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 8 They would not be like their forefathers-- a 
stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him. 

 

�  KING DAVID  was a perfect example of one who knew God and desperately desired Him  
Ps 42:1-2  “… As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. 2  My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” 
 

Ps 27:4  “One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days 
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 
 
1. David found God to be absolutely and totally wonderful.  

I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 3  Because your love is better than 
life, my lips will glorify you. 4  I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands. 5  
My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 6  On my 
bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. 7  Because you are my help, I sing in 
the shadow of your wings. 8  My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.   Psalm 63:2-8 
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2. David loved God because he appreciated how He rescued and provided him safety in times of 
trouble.  
 

From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I. 3  For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the foe. 4  I long to dwell in your tent forever 
and take refuge in the shelter of your wings.  Psalm 61:2 (Also 62:1; 59:16 )   
 

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in 
times of trouble. Psalm 59:16   
 

My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. 2  He alone is my rock and my salvation; he 
is my fortress, I will never be shaken. Psalm 62:1   

 
3. David loved God for the wisdom and practical value of His laws. 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise 
the simple. Psalm 19:7  (Also Ps 119:97, 129, 167-168   
 

Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.  Psalm 119:97   
 

Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them. Psalm 119:129   
 

I obey your statutes, for I love them greatly. 168  I obey your precepts and your statutes, for all my ways are 
known to you. Psalm 119:167-168   

 
4. He found Him completely faithful and dependable.  
 

For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all  he does. Psalm 33:4  
 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is 
faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. Psalm 145:13   

 
5. David was enthralled with God as the Creator. 

 

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 2  Let us come before 
him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 3  For the LORD is the great God, the great King 
above all gods. 4  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 5  The sea 
is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 6  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel 
before the LORD our Maker; 7  for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his 
care.   Psalm 95:1-7   
 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. Ps 139:13  We see a beautiful 
work of art & we want to know the artist // read a book -- hear a song:   

We are enthralled with one whose heart conceives and pours forth such beauty or cleverness. 
Sunsets, waterfall, mountains, rainbows, ocean, creatures, human body, babies, human beauty, humor, tenderness, sexuality, emotional intimacy 

6. He was in awe of God’s omnipresence.   
 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8  If I go up to the heavens, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.   Psalm 139:7-8   

 
7. David was amazed by God’s omniscience.  
 

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 
my thoughts from afar. 3  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4  Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 5  You hem me in--behind and before; 
you have laid your hand upon me. 6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
Psalm 139:1-6   
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8. He revered God for His incredible power. 
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.   Psalm 97:5   

 

I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 3  Because your love is better than 
life, my lips will glorify you. Psalm 63:2-3   

 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 4  One generation will 
commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. 5  They will speak of the glorious splendor 
of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 6  They will tell of the power of your awesome 
works, and I will proclaim your great deeds. Ps 145:3-6   
 

"How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. Psalm 66:3   
 
9. David feared God for His great authority 

My flesh trembles in fear of you; I stand in awe of your laws. Psalm 119:120   
 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 4  But with you there is forgiveness; 
therefore you are feared. Psalm 130:3-4   
 

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 9  Fear the LORD, you his 
saints, for those who fear him lack nothing … 11  Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear 
of the LORD. Psalm 34:8-11 

 
 

�  If we are to help our children find God IRRESISTIBLE, we must KNOW Him deeply 
ourselves 

 

B. Those who love God, do so because they FIRST EXPERIENCE His love 
 

1 John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us 
Before we can teach our children to love God... 

1. We must first believe that God LOVES us as FLAWED SINNERS 
Wurmbrand: “I am Richard – a sinner forgiven by the blood of Jesus”  
Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Since 
we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10  For 
if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

 

2. God can WOO our children to Himself THROUGH US.  Howard Hendricks // Bev & troublemaker 
"Lord, show us the Father…”  we can reflect Him and his love to our own children 
John 14:8  Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 9  Jesus answered: "Don't 
you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

Have you ever noticed that you are drawn to people who accept you, and you tend to avoid people who don’t?  And have 
you noticed that you listen more to people who have affection for you, and tend to resist those who are angry with you? 
Has it occurred to you that your children may be just like you? 

C. LOVE GOD yourself and BE SOMEONE whom your children will want to EMULATE caught 
not taught 

John 13:15  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 
PROBLEM: LOVE FOR GOD WE MODEL DOESN’T LOOK TO OUR CHILDREN LIKE LOVE AT ALL 

�  Are they drawn to our Jesus or is our “religion” just a BURDEN they feel HEAPED UPON 
them? 

Luke 11:46  Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry …  

if our life is a drudgery and a burden, concerned with what we AVOID and what we DON’T DO …  
If our souls have no rest, we are obviously missing what it means to live a life of love for God 

Mat 11:28  "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30  For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
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The Power of a Strong Family 
 

 

I. A “strong” family is … 
 

A. Characterized by a FIRM COMMITMENT of its members to each other  
 

�  BONDED and RESILIENT, ENDURING challenges from within and without 
 

�  There is great LOVE and AFFECTION for one another 
 

B. Each member UNDERSTANDS and FULFILLS his or her ROLE 
 

C. One in which CHILDREN IDENTIFY  MORE with family than with friends or the youth 
subculture    Care more what their family thinks of them 

 
II. God’s means for strengthening family bonds 

 

Mal 4:6  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers... (Luke 1:17) 

 

A. John the Baptist held the SECRET for strong family BONDS 
 

�  Strong family bonds were meant to be a SIDE EFFECT of his MINISTRY 
 

B. God intends that parents & children SUPERNATURALLY have their HEARTS KNIT together 
 

�  A TRANSFORMATION is necessary because the heart is naturally turned towards SELF 
 
 
III. What in John’s ministry does God use to knit family hearts? 

 

A. He preached the GOSPEL.  
Luke 3:18  And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 
Truly “good news” energizes those who believe it.  It fosters a contagious “life” 

�  The core of the good news is that God DESIRES RELATIONSHIP with SINNERS.  
Rom 5:6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7  Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8  But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

�  He proclaimed the need for and availability of FORGIVENESS of SINS   
Mark 1:4  And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 

�  If we do not know God is merciful we will AVOID  Him. Knowledge of forgiveness is power. 
Mat 25:24  "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard 
man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
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B. He sought to RECONCILE people to God.     
Luke 1:16  Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
 

�  Reconciliation has ALREADY OCCURRED  
Rom 5:10  For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
 

2 Cor 5:18  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: 19  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 

Heb 10:10  And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
 

�   The fruit of knowing your are accepted by God is INCREDIBLE SECURITY 
Rom 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us 
all things? 33  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34  Who 
is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us. 35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36  As it is written: "For your sake we face death all 
day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

 

�  He accepts us as WEAK VESSELS 
2 Cor 4:7  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not 
from us. 
 

2 Cor 12:9  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 

 

C. CONFESSION of SINS played a key role in reconciliation.  
 
Mat 3:6  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
 

Prov 28:13  He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
 

�  The pressure on homeschoolers to appear “SUCCESSFUL” can SQUELCH 
GENUINENESS  

We can alienate our RELATIVES, our public school FRIENDS at church, our CHILDREN 

�  We will alienate our children if we are PRETENTIOUS and live behind WALLS. 
James 5:16  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
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D. He pointed people to JESUS 
Mat 3:3  This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare 
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" 
 

John 1:26  "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 
 

John 1:34  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 
 

John 3:36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's 
wrath remains on him." 
 

1. In Jesus alone is there RECONCILIATION with God and ETERNAL LIFE. 
Acts 4:12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved." 

We get caught up in Christian “stuff“ -- worship style, liturgy, clothes, house church, translation, 
curriculum. Our life must be about Jesus -- not about “religion” 

2. He portrayed Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb who would SUFFER for SINS.  
John 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! 
 

John 1:36  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 
Those who truly grasp how Jesus suffered in their place will love him. 

Eph 3:17 ...I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18  may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19  and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.      
 

3. He HUMILIATED  Himself and came as a HUMAN  to us 
Phil 2:6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7  but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8  And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 
 

4. He has FORGIVEN us ALL  our SINS 
Col 2:13  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
 

Heb 8:12  For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more." 
 

1 John 2:12  I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 
 

5. He has JUSTIFIED us  
Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
 

Rom 5:9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath 
through him! 
 

6. He gave us the RIGHTEOUSNESS he earned 
Rom 3:22  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference, 
 

Rom 4:24  but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead. 
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7. He has made us AT PEACE with God 
Rom 5:1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

 

8. He brought us NEAR TO him 
Eph 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ. 
 

9. He gave us a NEW IDENTITY 
2 Cor 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
 

1 Cor 6:11  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

10. He ADOPTED us as His children 
Eph 1:5  he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will-- 
 

11. He allows us to COME BOLDLY INTO His presence 
Heb 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 
 

Heb 10:19  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
 

12. He MEDIATES for us now in heaven 
Rom 8:34  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
 

Rom 8:27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints in accordance with God's will. 
 

1 John 2:1  My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world ... 5  For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
 

1 Tim 2:6  who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time. 
 

13. He did all our WORK for us and gave us the task of BELIEVING in him  
John 6:28  Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 29  Jesus answered, "The 
work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 
 

Rom 4:4  Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 5 However, 
to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 
 

14. He relates to us as a GROOM SMITTEN by his BRIDE   (Song of Solomon)   
John 3:29  The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for 
him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 
 

Rev 19:7  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready. 
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Other materials by Reb & Beverly Bradley  
 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS BY REB BRADLEY  
Child Training Tips  -- What I wish I knew when my children were young -- An absolutely invaluable tool for 
helping parents shape children’s behavior and identify their own blind spots;  book  

 

Solving the Crisis in Homeschooling: Exposing seven major blind spots of conscientious parents that increase prodigal 
tendencies in children; booklet  
 

DATING: Is it worth the risk ? -- An examination of modern dating practices and their contributions to sexual promiscuity 
and divorce; booklet  

 

FIG LEAVES : Exposing hindrances to successful repentance -- Reb, as an instructor of Biblical Counseling, 
documents the defense mechanisms we use to avoid taking personal responsibility; booklet  

 

Reconciling With Your Wife: Critical help for the husband who finds himself abandoned by his wife – booklet   
 

Help for the Struggling Marriage: What the Bible says about ending marriage by divorce – booklet   
 

TAPES & CD’s BY REB BRADLEY  
Biblical Insights into Child Training : Establishing control in the home and raising godly children 
8-CD set;  AVAILABLE ON CD & DVD 
 

Influencing Children’s Hearts:  What I REALLY Wish I Knew When My Children Were Young Exposing 
parenting blind spots which increase prodigal tendencies   4-CD set  
 

Preparing Your Children For COURTSHIP and MARRIAGE : From Toddlers to Teens  
7-CD set. AVAILABLE ON CD & VIDEO  
 

Advanced Child Training: BEYOND OBEDIENCE - Raising Children who Love God and Others. For those with 
obedient children. 4-tape set. AVAILABLE ON DVD  
 

The Delightful Family: Cultivating love, minimizing sibling rivalry, and forging strong family bonds; 3-CD set w/syll  
 

Bringing Your Children to an Early Maturity :  Reversing the influence of modern culture and youth groups on 
adolescents – 3-CD set  
 

The Power of Love: A powerful and refreshing look at the true nature of love, and the effect it has on those who give and 
receive it.  6-CD set  
 

Happiness in Marriage: Discovering the blessing God intended – 8-tape set. AVAILABLE ON DVD  
 

FOR FATHERS: Saving the Next Generation -- Equipping Your Children as Warriors for Christ 
2 tape set  
 

The Biblical Path to Mental and Emotional Health  Powerful series revealing Jesus' path to wholeness -- 12 
tape set  

 

MATERIALS BY BEVERLY BRADLEY 
WOMAN OF GOD: Controller or Servant?  -- learning the difference between serving others and 
exhausting oneself controlling them. – 2-CD set  
 

Keeper of the Home -- a study on womanhood from Titus 2 -- 1 CD  
 

Overcoming the Distractions of Motherhood Keeping Priorities in Focus. 1 CD  
 

Maker of the Home  (music tape) - a song of encouragement for mothers -- 1 CD  
 

Becoming Your Husband's Helpmate - Overcoming natural obstacles --  1 CD  
 

Help for Those Who Have Been Hurt by Others - Freedom for those bound up by long-lasting hurt --1 CD  
 

 
For information and prices contact your source for this tape set or : 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES    PO Box 266    Sheridan, CA 95681  (800) 545 -1729   www.familyministries.com 
 
 


