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I. PICTURE OF A DELIGHTFUL FAMILY 
What comes to mind when you think of a "delightful family" ? 

Children who obey quickly and without questions or sass? 

A home free of whining, grumbling or complaining? 

Visions of peaceful interaction between brothers and sisters? 

Children enjoying each other?     A picture of love and affection? 

A place where children are reliable and do their duties? 

II. PICTURE OF FAMILY LACKING DELIGHT 
Homes feel out of order – they are characterized by stress, conflict, anger – all the opposite of the prior 

 

III. WHAT ROBS A HOME OF DELIGHT? 

 

A. Children lacking WISDOM – those who are "FOOLISH" 

Prov 10:1 … A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother 

Prov 17:21  To have a fool for a son brings grief; there is no joy for the father of a fool. 

Prov 15:20  A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man despises his mother. 

Prov 23:24  The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him. 

 

Folly  'ivveleth -- perversity which spawns deviousness, defiance, and rebellion.  
Prov 1:7; 7:22; 10:8; 10:10, 14; 11:29; 12:15-16; 14:3, 9; 15:5; 16:22; 17:28; 20:3; 24:7; 27:3, 22; 29:9   
 

Foolish  keciyl -- to be fat, ie: to be full of self 
Prov 1:22, 32; 3:35; 8:5; 10:1, 18, 23; 12:23; 13:16, 19; 14:7-8, 16, 24, 33; 15:2,7,14,20; 17:10, 12, 16, 21, 24; 18:2, 6-7; 19:1, 

10, 13, 29; 21:20; 23:9; 26:1, 3-12; 29:11, 20   

 

B. Children remain "FOOLISH" if they don't receive our LOVE expressed through DISCIPLINE 

Prov 3:12 … the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 

Prov 29:17  Discipline your son, and he will give you peace; he will bring delight to your soul. 

Prov 29:15  The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 

Prov 22:15  Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him 

Pr 13:24  He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him. 

Prov 23:13  Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you smite him with the rod, he will not die. 14  Smite him with 

the rod and save his soul 

Prov 19:18  Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying. (KJV) Heb 12:6-8; Rev 3:19 

 

IV. WHAT DO WE DO TO RAISE CHILDREN FULL OF "FOOLISHNESS'? 
 

A. We WITHHOLD DISCIPLINE from them. 
 

� They must learn that their WRONG CHOICES bring CONSEQUENCES  

Gal 6:7  ... A man reaps what he sows. 
 

� We do not require that they OBEY QUICKLY every time we SPEAK 

John 14:31  but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has 

commanded me …  



B. We strive for their AFFECTION -- seek their APPROVAL -- be their BUDDY 
 

Prov 29:25  Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 
 

Mat 10:28  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

 

 

C. We live for their HAPPINESS CHILD RUN HOME 

Their reactions determine our leadership choices 

 

� Children are most happy and secure when BOUNDARIES are in PLACE 

Ps 119:165  Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble. 

The parent who lives for their child's happiness will discover: 

 1. Self-centered world view – they think their happiness is supreme 

2. Intolerant of disappointment 

 3. Disrespect for parents, and inability to receive from them 

4. Rebellion in adolescence 

D. We do not allow them to SUFFER TRIALS   REAL TITLE of session 
 

 

1. We hold the view that childhood is a LONG RECESS before adulthood 

 

 

2. Childhood is not a time for freedom from RESPONSIBILITY, it is a time of 

PREPARATION for adulthood. 

 

 

3. Helping them AVOID TRIALS is postponing maturity Acquaint them with those who truly suffer 
 

Heb 2:10  In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 

everything exists, should make the author of their salvation mature through suffering. 
 

Heb 5:8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made mature 

[perfect], he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him  
 

Acts 14:22  strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go 

through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said. 

Prepare children not "survive" trials, but to thrive in them 

"Life is hard"  our children must learn it. 

 

E. We INDULGE them                         CRUISE SHIP 

LOVE IS NOT INDULGENCE 

An indulged child is rarely happy 

 

F. We allow them to share in PARENTAL LEADERSHIP    Out to dinner with Dad // vacations 

 

 



V. ASIDE FROM SUBDUING THE SELF-WILL, WHAT WILL CREATE A DELIGHTFUL FAMILY? 
 

A delightful family is one in which the children have been raised to LOVE and SERVE OTHERS as 

they LOVE themselves 

 

VI. How do we raise children to love others as they love themselves? 
 

A. LOVE your children    LOVE AND COMPASSION IS CONTAGIOUS 
We must know and personally experience the love of God 

Rom 2:4  Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's 

kindness leads you toward repentance? 

 

B. TEACH them throughout their day that loving and serving others is our SUPREME GOAL 

 

C. Make FREQUENT OPPORTUNITIES for the FAMILY to serve others 

Schedule service for them during their day 

 

D. Encourage the children to SECRETLY SERVE their siblings 

 

 

E. Make the ABSENCE OF LOVE the issue of every CHILDISH DISPUTE 

 

 

F. Frequently  FILL their HEART with your LOVING AFFECTION (1 John 4:19)  ie: daddy 

love   

 

G. PRAY with them about it 

 

 

H. TELL them STORIES ABOUT children who are kind and who serve 

 

 

I. Give them GREATER AFFIRMATION when they love and serve than when they SCORE A 

GOAL  

Do your real values leak out in your Christmas newsletters? 

J. ALLOW them to HEAR you BRAG to others about how much they love and serve 

 

 

K. ELIMINATE ENTERTAINMENT in which the key characters have BAD  
 

 

L. Do not permit ANY UNKIND WORDS 

 

 

M. MODEL service and KIND SPEECH in your MARRIAGE  
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